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prematurely released another witness
transcript. There was no consultation
with me at all by the minority on that
point. That is the opposite of how this
Senator handled this morning’s tran-
script release.

Mr. Kushner’s attorney demanded
promises of confidentiality that we
could not provide. Transparency is too
important to keep all this information
under wraps. We could keep it all se-
cret for many more months while we
fight over trying to force people to tes-
tify against their will. But we decided
to put out the voluntary testimony
now for the sake of transparency, and
the ranking member, as I said two or
three times, supported that decision.

Third, the minority leader claimed
that the release of this information
was motivated by the Republicans’ de-
sire to ‘‘let the President and his law-
yers interfere with the Mueller probe
and get a peek at any potential evi-
dence.” That is false. In fact, it is abso-
lutely false.

Again, the Democrats on the com-
mittee did not object to the release,
and the ranking member affirmatively
supported it. She and her staff were
fully consulted and worked coopera-
tively with us in preparing the release.
So the claim that there was some se-
cret plan to help one side or the other
in the Mueller probe is absurd. My only
motivation was the same as that of the
ranking member—transparency for the
American people on this controversy.
Let the people read it for themselves
and draw their own conclusions.

Fourth, the minority leader claimed
that ‘‘Republicans are rushing to de-
clare their investigation complete.”
That is false. In fact, it is absolutely
false. The minority leader should not
try to put words in my mouth. I didn’t
say that. Anyone who knows me knows
that oversight is never done and should
never be done. It is our core constitu-
tional duty.

Now as to the Trump Tower meeting,
Congress has learned as much as we are
likely to learn, unless some new infor-
mation comes to light. That might
happen. We have to be ready for it if it
does. Other committees, the press, and
the special counsel are all over this as
well. So there is no lack of scrutiny.
But there is a lack of transparency,
and these 2,500 pages or so do more to
give the public a picture of what hap-
pened than anyone else has done.

I would just ask my friend the minor-
ity leader: What have you done to an-
swer the questions our constituents
may have had about the Trump Tower
meeting? What good-faith efforts have
you undertaken to give the American
people transparency about the inves-
tigation relating not just to the Trump
Presidency but Presidential contenders
in 20167 Have you done anything to sup-
port or assist Republicans in getting to
the bottom of questions that concern
them and their constituents back
home? The answer is, nothing. In fact,
the answer is, absolutely nothing—ab-
solutely nothing but speculation and
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frenzy. It is nothing but pure political
frustration for losing the Presidential
election in 2016. It also fundamentally
misunderstands the role of congres-
sional oversight and congressional in-
vestigations. We don’t prosecute
crimes. We can’t indict suspected
criminals. Our job is to act as a check
on the executive branch.

Do you know who has not come to sit
for long, transcribed interviews before
the Judiciary Committee staff? Well,
the answer to that is current or former
Department of Justice and FBI offi-
cials—not a single one. Our job is to
oversee the Justice Department and to
oversee the FBI, but Judiciary Com-
mittee Democrats have not been sup-
portive or interested in questioning
those officials.

The minority leader seems to believe
that it is our job to waste taxpayers’
dollars retreading the special counsel’s
investigation or duplicating the Intel-
ligence Committee’s work so he can
bludgeon his political opponents. Well,
that is not my job. I am going to focus
on our constitutional duty to act as a
check on the executive branch. I am
going to keep digging and keep fight-
ing for answers from the Justice De-
partment and from the FBI.

We will be having a hearing on the
controversies in 2016 that undermined
Americans’ faith in the objectivity of
these vital institutions. I have great
faith in the inspector general ap-
pointed by President Obama and the
nonpartisan office he leads. As soon as
the inspector general’s report is out,
we will learn a lot more about what
happened before and during the elec-
tion from an independent and objective
source, and we will follow up.

The minority leader was right about
one thing—when he said: ‘“‘There is
much left to investigate. Many wit-
nesses still to be heard.” I agree. This
is not over.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TILLIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I
come to the floor this afternoon to
honor the incredible men and women of
our Nation’s law enforcement agencies
and to recognize the ultimate sacrifice
of one of North Dakota’s peace officers.
Each year, peace officers from all over
the country and from countries all over
the world come to Washington, DC, to
celebrate and to honor the lives of
their colleagues who have lost their
lives in the line of duty.

I want first to recognize several law
enforcement officers that lost their
lives in the line of duty last year who
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do not always get the recognition or
the honor they deserve, and those are
our Federal and Tribal peace officers.
They protect our homeland, they pro-
tect our borders and, in the case of
Tribal police, they provide safety and
security in Indian Country in some of
the most remote and difficult places in
the Nation.

This year, eight Federal law enforce-
ment officers’ names were again etched
in the wall: Rickey O’Donald, Federal
Bureau of Investigation; Isaac Morales,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection;
Rogelio Martinez, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection; David John Hoefler,
U.S. Department of Transportation;
Kenneth Doyle, U.S. Marshals Service;
Houston James Largo, Navajo Nation;
Uga’Shon Curtis Wayne Blackbird,
Omaha Nation; and Nathan Bradford
Graves, Sac and Fox Nation.

To these Federal and Tribal officers
whom we lost last year in the line of
duty, may God bless you and may God
bless your families.

The men and women who serve as
peace officers in our Tribal, Federal,
State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies selflessly put the lives of those
they have taken an oath to protect and
serve before their own lives. I am here
not only to remember those peace offi-
cers whom we have lost but to thank
each and every peace officer who puts
on that uniform or badge every day to
protect our communities.

I wish to recognize briefly a few law
enforcement officers I have come to
know well during my time in the Sen-
ate: the southwest border sheriffs—in
particular, Cochise County, AZ, sheriff
Mark Dannels and Yuma County sher-
iff Leon Wilmot—and Macon County,
IL, sheriff Howard Buffet. They are not
only outstanding law enforcement offi-
cials, but they have become great
friends, great mentors, and a great
source of advice and consent on how we
can work better here in Washington,
DC, not only on the border but across
agencies in law enforcement.

As a former North Dakota attorney
general, I have always had a special re-
lationship and appreciation for law en-
forcement. Serving as the top law en-
forcement officer in my State will al-
ways be one of the most meaningful
moments of my professional career.
North Dakota has the finest collection
of peace officers in the country, and I
could not be more proud than to con-
tinue to work alongside them as their
U.S. Senator.

I am here to thank each and every
one of the peace officers who selflessly
serve in communities throughout
North Dakota and to let you know that
I just don’t appreciate you during po-
lice week. I appreciate you 24/7 because
I know you are protecting the people of
my great State, and you are doing it at
great risk to you and at great sacrifice
to your families.

So today I come with a heavy heart.
This is now the second police week in a
row that I have attended where I am
memorializing a North Dakota peace
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officer. Today, I am speaking of a
North Dakota peace officer who was
killed in the line of duty—Rolette
County deputy Colt Allery. He lost his
life on January 18, 2017, during a high-
speed chase that Colt was engaged in
with several of his fellow officers that
evening after a report and identifica-
tion of a stolen vehicle. As the stolen
vehicle was coming to a forced stop,
shots were fired from the car and fired
at Colt as he approached. Colt fell, and
he never got back up that evening, suc-
cumbing to his injuries not far from
the small community where he grew
up.

He leaves behind five beautiful young
children, including a stepdaughter, his
fiancee Alexandria, the grandparents
who raised him, family, friends, and a
community that misses him and still
grieves at the loss.

Growing up in St. John, ND, and as
an enrolled member of the Turtle
Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians,
Colt never strayed too far from home.
He made a commitment to do more
than just be part of his community. He
decided to serve his community as a
peace officer.

Colt started out as a corrections offi-
cer for Rolette County. After grad-
uating from the North Dakota Law En-
forcement Training Academy, he start-
ed working as an officer with the Rolla
Police Department. He then went to
work serving his fellow Tribal mem-
bers as a Tribal police officer on Turtle
Mountain before he recently moved
back to the Rolette County Sheriff’s
Office.

The loss of this fine young peace offi-
cer and young dad was felt across the
entire State of North Dakota. The im-
pacts are still felt by his family, the
Rolette County Sheriff’s Office, and his
Tribal community of Turtle Mountain.
Colt made the ultimate sacrifice in
service to his State and to Rolette
County. He lost his life to a gunshot
wound inflicted by an individual pre-
pared to take even more lives. The
brave action of this peace officer that
night prevented that from happening.

Deputy Colt Allery’s name is now
etched on the wall of the peace officers
memorial here in Washington, DC. He
is no longer just a North Dakota fallen
hero. He is a national fallen hero, as he
is recognized with all of his fallen
brothers and officers.

Colt Allery’s name will now serve as
an example, not just to North Dako-
tans but to people from all over the
country and all over the world who
visit that memorial every year. He is
an example of the best that our State
and our country has to offer. He is an
example of what it means to have lived
and died so that others may be safe.
Quite simply, he is an example for ev-
eryone of what it means to be an every-
day hero.

We must also remember the families
of our peace officers, who sacrifice so
much, not knowing if their loved ones
will return each time they walk out
the door. You have sacrificed and lost
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so much, and no words today will re-
place the pain of losing a loved one.

We have a proud history in North Da-
kota of peace officers like Colt serving
their State and local communities with
distinction. I have had the extreme
privilege over the years to work with
law enforcement officials in my State
who span the spectrum from highway
patrol to State and local peace officers,
various Federal officers, and certainly
our Tribal police. Let me tell you again
that these are some of the finest men
and women I have ever met or worked
with. These are men and women just
like Colt who could have chosen a dif-
ferent path. They could have chosen a
path that didn’t involve putting them-
selves in harm’s way. Instead they
chose to take the oath to protect and
serve. They chose to selflessly put
themselves in harm’s way so they
could make North Dakota a safer place
for each and every person that lives in
our great State or even those who may
be passing through. They chose to put
the needs of others before their own.
They chose a more difficult path to
tread than most of us would ever be
willing to follow.

So I stand here this evening not only
to celebrate the life of Colt Allery but
to celebrate and thank each and every
peace officer working in my great
State of North Dakota, working across
the country, and, yes, across the world.

To all of our peace officers, espe-
cially those back home in North Da-
kota, I want to say thank you from the
bottom of my heart for your sacrifice
for your communities and the State of
North Dakota. I beg you to stay safe. I
beg you to take care of yourselves.
Take care of your families. And God
bless all of you.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NOMINATION OF GINA HASPEL

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I just
had a very productive and informative
meeting with the nominee to be the
next CIA Director, Ms. Gina Haspel. 1
wanted to come down to the floor and
say a few words. I was very impressed.
I am going to certainly support her
when she is voted on, I believe as early
as tomorrow.

There has been a lot of discussion
about her background. She is the first
woman to lead the CIA, first career
member of the CIA. That is all impor-
tant, but I think what is most impor-
tant is that the American people and
this body know that she is very well
qualified. She is a very impressive per-
son.
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First of all, she has been very highly
decorated in her 30-plus year career at
the Central Intelligence Agency. Her
honors include the Intelligence Medal
of Merit, a Presidential Rank Award,
the Donovan Award, which is one of the
highest awards in the CIA, and the
George H.W. Bush Award for Excel-
lence in Counterterrorism. She is
thoughtful. She is honest.

In many ways, she has overcome nu-
merous obstacles. Let me talk a little
bit about her bio. She is one of five
children. Her father served in the Air
Force, having joined at the age of 17.
She grew up on military bases, like
tens of thousands of Americans. Her
original goal in life was to be a soldier.
She told her dad she wanted to go to
West Point. At the time, her father had
to break the news to her that West
Point was not admitting women. I
think West Point lost out on that one.
She ended up as a contractor for the
military 10th Special Forces Group.
Later, she realized that if she couldn’t
join the military, she was going to join
the CIA, and that is what she did.

She has done an outstanding job at
the CIA. She began working at the CIA
in 1985 during the closing days of the
Cold War. She was stationed literally
all over the world—in Africa, for exam-
ple. She recruited and handled agents
and survived a coup d’etat. She worked
with government partners during the
first gulf war. She ran different CIA
stations around the world.

She started with the Counterterror-
ism Center at the CIA on September 11,
2001, and essentially has spent her life
since that time focusing on Kkeeping
our country safe. She became the Chief
of Staff to the Deputy Director of Oper-
ations and the Deputy Director for the
National Clandestine Service. She is
now the Deputy Director of the entire
CIA—the first woman to rise from the
ranks as an initial member of the
Agency to that title. And if confirmed,
as I mentioned, she will be the first ca-
reer CIA official and female to lead the
Agency. That is really historic, but
again, more important than history
and more important than these labels
is that she is very qualified.

One thing that has been remarkable
throughout this entire debate about
her—and there has been a lot of debate
in the Intelligence Committee—is the
members of the military, members of
the national security establishment,
both Democrats and Republicans, and
members of the Intel Committee who
have come out and said: We support
Gina Haspel. The list is extremely im-
pressive. Let me give a couple exam-
ples: John Brennan, former Obama ad-
ministration CIA Director; James Clap-
per, former Obama administration Di-
rector of National Intelligence; Sen-
ator Saxby Chambliss, former Senate
Intelligence Committee vice chair;
Representative Porter Goss, former
CIA Director and House Intelligence
Committee chairman; Gen. Michael
Hayden, former Bush administration
CIA Director; Senator Bob Kerrey,
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